DRAFT WORK PLAN

1. We need somewhere to put the information that we gather so that we can all read it. For me it would be easiest to assemble this information on a website. Is that acceptable for everyone? If it is, I can pursue this with WMO, or organize something locally (John Kennedy, end of August).

 

2. Gather a list of existing climate monitoring products that are already produced in your country, or that you are planning to produce. We have to choose between the final list of indicators based on public and scientific interest, so we need to know which are of the greatest scientific and public interest. It would also be helpful to know roughly how they are calculated and what software tools are used to calculate them. (Everyone, end of August)

3. I think we definitely need to explore what products are produced by other countries. I cannot think of a very efficient way to do this. CCl have chosen at least one person from each of the WMO regional associations (except Region III) for this team and the WMO has a very useful list of National Met Service for countries in those regions.

http://www.wmo.int/pages/prog/dra/index_en.php

I think it might be a fair division if we assign each region to one member of the team. For example:

Region I – Africa (Raj Booneeday)

Region II – Asia (Olga Bulygina)

Region III – South America (Me)

Region IV – North America, Central America and the Caribbean. (Dereck Arndt)

Region V – South-west Pacific (Andrew Watkins)

Region VI – Europe (Mesut Demircan)

The final lists to be sent to me so that I can make them available via the website by the (end September 2010).
 

4. Once we have a comprehensive list in place (or even before) we need to start aligning them with the existing capabilities within developing countries. I cannot see immediately how we might do this as I am not well acquainted with these capabilities. I expect that listing the available products will give us some idea of the range of capabilities, but it does no tell us what the capabilities are in those countries that do not regularly produce monitoring products.

I hope that you all might have some insights into this and that Andrew might have a more general view based on his experience as the editor of the regional chapter in the State of the Climate report. Andrew, would the pattern of responses tell us something about where we could make some more targeted enquiries?

I know that certain software packages such as (CLIMSOFT, CLIMDATA, CLIMSYS) are widely used by met services and I can pursue that line of enquiry with our international office. If anyone has used these products it would be useful to know how they might be used to produce a consistent range of monitoring products.

I think we can also make use of the experiences of the workshops organized by the CCl/CLIVAR/JCOMM Expert Team on Climate Change Detection and Indices:

http://www.clivar.org/organization/etccdi/etccdi.php

If you have attended any of these workshops and have any experiences that might be relevant to the task of this team, particularly with regards to assessing capabilities, please share them with us.

Once we have explored these possibilities amongst ourselves we need to break this task down into some specific tasks that we can assign between us. We need some criteria based on existing capabilities which we can use to decide between indicators: likely length of available records, which variables are most widely measured, existing products and other things. (end November 2010).
 

5. Produce a short list of products (no more than 15, I would guess) prior to the meeting and document these more fully: basic calculation methods, length of records, for example (end January 2011).
 

6. Meeting to decide final list of products. Outcomes to include a final list of products and reasons why each one was chosen. (February 2011)
 

7. Produce draft report listing the recommended products (end May 2011)
 

END OF DRAFT WORK PLAN
