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Africa Current Status and Outlook - Temperature

Overview 3

Current Status:
In the last three months, most of Africa has seen above normal temperatures. The main exceptions 
are parts of southern Africa and the Sahara where temperatures have been near or below normal. 
Below normal temperatures have been observed across Madagascar for the last three months. 

Outlook:
Conditionsare likely or muchmore likely to be warmer than normalacrossnearlyall of the African
continentduringthe next three months.
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Africa Current Status and Outlook - Rainfall

Overview 4

CurrentStatus:

Over the last three months rainfall has been quite variable comparedto
seasonalnormal acrossthe continent. Most recently during May above
normal rainfall was observedover parts of Tanzania,Kenya,SouthSudan,
CentralAfricanRepublic,Nigeriaand Gabon. Partsof West Africa, including
Liberia,IvoryCoast,Ghana,TogoandBeninaswell asMadagascarhaveseen
belownormalrainfall.

Outlook:

For the next three months parts of West Africa are likely to see above
normal rainfall. Abovenormal rainfall is alsolikely for parts of SouthSudan
andEthiopia.

It is currently the dry season in areas where below normal rainfall is
indicatedwhichmayreducethe impactof anydrier than normalconditions.
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Global Outlook - Temperature
Outlook:

TheElNiñoςSouthernOscillation(ENSO)remainsneutralandismost likelyto remainso
for at least the next three months. Later this year, there is small chanceof La Niña
redeveloping. However,predictionsmadeat this time of year havelower skill than at
other times and therefore the confidencein the evolution of ENSOover the coming
monthsis low. With ENSOin its neutralphase,predictabilitywill be relativelylow.

Despitea neutral ENSOstate someconsistentsignalsare apparent. Many partsof the
globeare likely to seewarmer than normal conditionsthrough the next three months
with only a few limited exceptions; for example,parts of India and northern South
America. Manytropicalregionsareverylikelyto seeabovenormaltemperatures,this is
alsothe casefor manypartsof North America.
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Global Outlook - Rainfall
Outlook:
Asdescribedin the temperaturesection,ENSOis now neutral which reducespredictability
comparedto when it is in an activephase. However,there are still somecommonthemes
from seasonalpredictionssystems.

TheIndianOceanDipole(IOD)is still neutral but the pattern of seasurfacetemperaturesin
the IndianOceanare indicativeof a negativephasedeveloping. Thisis reflected in most of
the climatepredictionsystems,whichare suggestinga negativeIODemergingover the next
two months. Over the next three months, this results in abovenormal rainfall being likely
acrossparts of SoutheastAsiaand Australia; converselyparts of EastAfricaare likely to be
drier than normal, though these areasof EastAfrica normally see little rainfall during this
period.

The South AsianMonsoon (SAM)is underwaywith the northward shift of rains close to
climatologyin terms of timings. Predictionsfor the SAMremainfinely balancedwith mixed
signalsfrom longerrangeforecastsystems. Overall,wetter than normalconditionsaremore
likely for manypartsof Pakistan,IndiaandNepal.

Partsof WestAfricaare likely to experienceabovenormal rainfall associatedwith an active
West Africa Monsoon season. In northern South Americaa southward shifted and active
IntertropicalConvergenceZone(ITCZ)makesabovenormalrainfall likelyor verylikelyacross
much region with someo areasalreadybeing wetter than normal over recent weeksand
months.

Manypartsof southernSouthAmerica,North AmericaandEurope,aswell asthe Caribbean
arelikely to seebelownormalrainfall. Thisisalsotrue for partsof the Philippines.
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Current Status ςTemperature percentiles

Current Status 8

March MayApril

Notes:The percentiles shown in the map indicatea ranking of temperature, with the 0th percentilebeing the coolest and the 100th 
percentile beingthe warmest in the 1981-2010 climatology.Orange and red shading represent values abovethe 80th (Warm) and 90th 
(Hot) percentile,respectively; regions shaded in light and dark blueindicate values below the 20th (Cool) and 10th(Cold) percentile, 
with respect to the 1981-2010climatology. The data used in this map are fromthe NOAA Climate Prediction Center.


































