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Introduction 

In October 2016, the Addis Continental Institute of Public Health (ACIPH) hosted a 

workshop entitled ‘Improving climate information availability, access and use for 

Malaria and other climate-sensitive health issues’ in Addis Ababa, Ethiopia. The 

workshop was organised by the Ethiopian Public Health Institute (EPHI), ACIPH, the 

International Research Institute for Climate and Society (IRI), the Ethiopia National 

Meteorological Agency (NMA) and the Ethiopia Federal Ministry of Health (FMoH), 

with financial support from the UK’s Department for International Development and 

the WISER programme. 

 

The full report on the workshop can be accessed here. 

 

 

 

http://addiscontinental.edu.et/
http://www.ephi.gov.et/
http://iri.columbia.edu/
http://www.ethiomet.gov.et/
http://www.ethiomet.gov.et/
http://www.moh.gov.et/
https://www.gov.uk/government/organisations/department-for-international-development
http://www.metoffice.gov.uk/about-us/what/international/projects/wiser
http://www.metoffice.gov.uk/binaries/content/assets/mohippo/pdf/international/wiser/enacts_ethiopiahealthclimate_workshop_1216.pdf
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Background 

In Africa in general, and in Ethiopia in particular, climate is an important driver of 

variations in malaria transmission in highland and semi-arid areas. Because of this, 

the Ethiopian health community has long expressed the need for quality-assured and 

locally relevant climate information as part of their surveillance activities 

(Ghebreyesus et al.,2008). Yet little attention has been paid to the systematic 

incorporation of climate information into malaria intervention programming.  

The ENACTS (Enhancing National Climate Services) initiative emerged in Ethiopia in 

direct response to perceived user needs. This initiative seeks to improve climate data 

availability, access, and use by national decision makers.  

As the Ethiopian National Malaria Control Programme advances its strategy for 

malaria elimination, the demand to incorporate climate variables into the malaria 

surveillance system is increasing. The resources created through the ENACTS 

initiative have multiple applications for malaria. In addition, public health policy 

makers, practitioners and researchers can use them to explore the relationship of 

climate and other vector-borne diseases as well as other climate-sensitive health 

outcomes. 

 

Workshop objectives 

The primary objectives of the workshop were to showcase the available climate 

information and tools to support the public health community for improved decision-

making. 

In particular, the four-day workshop consisted of the following main components: 

(i) Review activities following the recommendations from the NIH 2014 workshop 

including impact of the December 2015 Ethiopia El Niño Policy Brief  

(ii) Share recent analyses/activities/endeavours regarding the relationship between 

climate/climate variability and malaria and other climate-sensitive diseases in 

Ethiopia 

(iii) Review impact of 2015/16 El Niño on malaria in Ethiopia by region  

http://iri.columbia.edu/resources/enacts/
http://iri.columbia.edu/resources/enacts/
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(iv) Review the current Ethiopia ENACTS Maproom as a tool to support the analysis 

of climate sensitive diseases, including hands-on training session  

 

Expected outcomes 

This workshop was expected to provide a unique opportunity for improving climate 

information access and use for malaria and other climate-sensitive health issues. 

Specific expected outcomes of the workshop included: 

• Knowledge shared on current challenges and opportunities for using climate 

information in health decision making 

• Details of the impact of El Niño on malaria in Ethiopia established 

• Public health policy makers and practitioners trained in the use of ENACTS climate 

products 

• Recommendations for new Health Maprooms 

• Recommendations for Proxy Surveillance Malaria Suite 

• Assessment of training activities via verbal response and online survey 

• Workshop report detailing: 

- Participant experience in the use and relevance of climate information (e.g. 

ENACTS data, etc) 

- Summary of recommendations for future research and policy engagement. 

 

  

http://www.ethiometmaprooms.gov.et:8082/maproom/
http://iri.columbia.edu/resources/enacts/
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Outcomes and recommendations 
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Conclusion 
The workshop achieved its objectives in terms of updating the Ethiopian health 

community on the impact of ENSO on malaria, and furthering the development of 

ENACTS in Ethiopia as a means to improve climate sensitive policy and practice in 

the health sector. The recommendations provided for developing ENACTS as an 

opportunity for health operations, -education and -research had the buy-in of the 

relevant stakeholders and were considered to be both needed and practical.  

 

Overall, the organisers were delighted with the level of active engagement by 

participants in the workshop and the detailed recommendations provided for next 

steps. 

 

http://iri.columbia.edu/resources/enacts/
http://iri.columbia.edu/resources/enacts/

